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Bursera simaruba

( (Chacah, Indio desnudo)
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Introduction

The research of FLAAR Reports on flora and fauna is focused on those plants
and animals which were utilized by the ancient Maya. Bursera simarubais
frequently stated in botanical discussions to be used for incense. Although |
have not yet found villages where it is harvested or processed into incense,
we decided to study this tree nonetheless, in part because it is common
throughout all of Guatemala and adjacent countries, in this case Honduras.

You can recognize this tree in any field or forest because the thin outer
layer of bark is always curling off the tree. The trunk can be a characteristic
orange-red color or green or almost metallic color. There are many species,
however, so not every tree is simaruba.

Although the tree can be found almost everywhere, | rarely notice one flow-
ering. So when | found a tree flowering at the Hacienda San Lucas, | photo-
graphed them. This hotel is a several minute drive away from the village of
Copan Ruinas, Honduras.
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